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Cattle Standings

The provision of good standings is most important as an aid to cleanliness
and for the comfort of the animals. The standing should be long enough to
accommodate the cows comfortably, but should be sufficiently short to
ensure that the dung falls into the gutters. If the standings are too short,
the cow will stand with its hind legs in the gutter, and this may eventually
cause foot trouble; a standing which is too long allows the animal to
drop its dung on the floor instead of into the gutter. The animals when
at rest will then lie in this voided dung, and will so soil their hindquarters and
udders that it will be a difficult and troublesome matter to keep them
reasonably clean. The stalls must be wide enough to prevent the animals
standing on each other's legs, udders, or teats, more especially as injury to
the udder generally means the loss of a quarter. If, on the other hand, the
standings are too wide, the cows can turn round and drop urine or excrement
on the floor of the stall. This can be prevented by a separate division being
provided between each beast, and this should be done whenever possible.
Earlier in this chapter figures were given showing the approximate length and
width of standings for the different breeds of cattle usually kept. It is,
however, advisable when planning the standings for a cowshed in which
different breeds or sizes of cattle are to be stalled, to make the standings at
one end slightly larger than those at the opposite end, the length gradually
decreasing from one end to the other. In this way it is possible to provide
comfortable stalls for the different types of animal, with great advantage both
to the beast and its owner.

Figs. 17 to 20 show sections of various types of standings, gutters, etc.,
with the maximum sizes in different types of cowshed.

Passages

For the purposes of feeding and milking and for the removal of manure,
passages are necessary. Feeding passages should not be more than 4 feet
in width. This permits of the use of a barrow or hand truck when feeding
the animals but prevents such passages being used for the storage of large
quantities of hay or other food. In a double-range cowshed, where a central
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FIG. 17.    Single-range Cowshed without Feeding Passage.
passage is used for feeding, this should not be more than 5 feet in width.
The feeding passages should provide easy access to and from the food-store.
Milking and dunging passages in single-range cowsheds should be at least
4 feet in width, while in double-range cowhouses the width should be at
least 6 feet where the cows are stalled tail to tail, and 4 feet where the animals
stand head to head. In large cowhouses it is advisable that the centre